      
Hamilton Township Public Library Board of Trustees 
Minutes 
March 24, 2025 
 
 
Flag Salute 
 
Call to Order 5:00 PM by Mr. Cimino 
 
Roll Call / Ms. Tonti: Present: Ms. Kerlin; Ms. DeAngelo; Mr. Santamaria; Mr. Cimino; Mr. Chianese; Mr. Stevenson; Ms. Vigh; Ms. Rogers; Ms Tonti: All present 
 
Review and Consideration of the Minutes of the previous meeting (February 2025) no questions Moved by Mr. Santamaria; 2nd by Ms. DeAngelo; passed unanimously 
 
Consideration of the Treasurer’s Report Mr. Chianese explained that the Township departments have a system of sending an invoice for their monies. HTPL has now adopted this procedure and has sent all four quarterly invoices for the HTPL budget. The balance at this time still reflects the $0 dollar amount but the money was received and will appear on the March Treasurer’s Report. Moved by Ms. Vigh; 2nd by Ms. Tonti; passed unanimously 
 
Consideration of the Library Bill List no questions or comments; Moved by Ms. Tonti; 2nd by Ms. Rogers; passed unanimously 
 
Directors Report: Scott Chianese 
MessageBee – Please review the attached information regarding the “MessageBee” electronic messaging and notification service so that we may discuss implementation. 
Mr. Chianese explained that this is a communication service designed specifically for public libraries to communicate easily and effectively with their patrons. This will provide a platform to send email, text, and image messages to those patrons who sign up to be informed of Library events and programs. Lori Caterson from the HTPL Circulation Department helped to further explain the intricacies of the system. The board discussed the cost, use and monitoring system that would be utilized. The board is in favor of adopting the program with a report to be given to update on the effectiveness in six months. A motion was made by Mr. Santamaria to move forward with MessageBee. 2nd by Mr. Stevenson; passed unanimously 
 
Meeting Room A/V – I would like the Board to consider for approval passing a resolution for the improvement of the audio-visual systems in our downstairs meeting rooms. Mr. Chianese thanked Mr. Santamaria for asking the Township to review the previous estimate. It was discovered that the original estimate was for only one meeting room. With this new information a second set of estimates were obtained. A resolution to adopt this will be voted on in Old Business. 

 
Institute of Museum and Library Services – I would like to share a message from the State Librarian about recent developments concerning the IMLS that may have an impact on our services. Mr. Chianese read a communication from the Institute of Museum and Library Services. IMLS has had a major impact by the current US Executive branch in that a move has been made to dismantle IMLS. Major funding and programs are at risk of being cut. Discussion included seeking legal action due to this being overreach by Executive branch on areas controlled by Congress. Mr. Cimino noted that $210,000,000 federal cuts to NJ include cuts to NJ libraries. 
 
Upcoming Programs and Events 
Flower Arrangement and Design with Rachelle Hasenberg
Tuesday, April 1st at 6:30 PM 
Taxes and Your Retirement – Thursday, April 3rd from 6:30 – 7:30 PM 
Chair Yoga Friday’s – Every Friday at 1:00 PM, April 4th through May 30th 
(except April 18th, Good Friday) 
Flea Market Fundraiser – Sunday, April 6th from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
Medicare 101 – Thursday, April 10th at 5:00 PM 
Vendor Fair Fundraiser – Sunday, April 13th from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
Paint Party with Jennifer Dempsey - Monday, April 21st from 6:00 – 9:00 PM 
Spring Garden Tips and Tricks with the Nottingham Garden Club 
Thursday, April 24th at 6:00 PM 
Outdoor Movie Night: “Peter Rabbit” Friday, April 25th at 7:00 PM (weather permitting) 
Homefront’s Growing Community Resources and Opportunities 
Tuesday, April 29th at 7:00 PM (Baha’i Hamilton Conversation Series) 

A thank you note from the Red Cross for the recent Blood Drive was received. There were 171 donators; 27 new donators; 100 type O received and a total of 188 units altogether.  
 
Committee Reports: N/A 
 
New Business: N/A
 
Old Business 
 
Review/Acceptance of Amended Treasurers Report (February) Moved by Mr. Santamaria; 2nd by Ms. DeAngelo passed unanimously 
 
Resolution 25-004 Meeting Room Audio/Video Systems Mr. Santamaria shared that he did some research on the proposed system. He felt this is a good arrangement with very professional equipment. Moved by Ms. Tonti; 2nd by Mr. Santamaria; passed unanimously 
 
Library Renovation Status Update – There were no updates 
 
Public Comment  
Carol Hawkes on behalf of herself: She was not the only person who had a problem opening the recent email containing the newsletter, The Library Ledger. She knows of others who also had problems with the email. 
On behalf of the Friends of the Library: The Friends concluded a very successful Book Sale on 3.22.25 and 3.24.25.They were joined by several helpful student volunteers. 
Ms. Hawkes asked for the status of the plaques being added to the benches. Ms. Kerlin said she would check with the Township to help get the work completed. 
Ms. Hawkes reported that today a patron wishing to make a donation had to be asked to return another day because there was no maintenance help to assist bringing the books into the building. Mr. Chianese stated that the donation boxes are emptied multiple times a day. At times, there are huge lots of books deposited on Sundays or after hours and retrieving them isn’t always easily done. 
Mr. Yande shared that his friends came to the recent book sale,felt very respected and were impressed with the sale and the many books they were able to purchase. 
Mr. Yande also asked if the MessageBee will be used to help promote the 50th Anniversary of HTPL. Mr. Chianese shared that only those who sign up will receive the messages. Other forms of advertising will be engaged. Ms. Hawkes suggested asking for an article in the Hamilton Post to help advertise. Mr. Chianese will contact the Post. 
Mr. Gedeika stated that a year has gone by and during the year there have been several flea markets and vendor fairs. He wanted to know where that money was. Mr. Chianese and Mr. Cimino explained the line item for Fundraisers/Donations on the Treasurer’s Report has those funds. 
Mr. Gedeika then stated the line item on the Treasurer’s Report for Online Resources; he does not understand what that means. Mr. Gedeika upon looking at the Treasurer’s Report where it appears HTPL has already used a large percentage of the budget. It was explained to him that this is still the Temporary Budget and HTPL has not received all their funding, so the percentage will go down when the remainder of the funding is received. Mr. Cimino explained that HTPL has always met their funding budgets, and the audits of their funds is always accurate.  
Mr. Gedeika stated that the new furniture that was purchased, where did this funding come from? Mr. Chianese explained that the funds will show up in next month’s report after the bill has been paid. 
A typo error was found in Plant Related showing 67% and it should show 0% for renovations. It will be corrected. 
Mr. Gedeika asked how the new part time employee is working. It was explained that Mr. Chianese is still interviewing for that position. 
Executive Session  N/A 
 
Adjournment Ms. Vigh moved to adjourn; 2nd by Ms. Tonti Adjourn at 6:15 PM
