Hamilton Township Public Library Board of Trustees 
July 28, 2025 
Minutes 
 
 
Flag Salute  
 
Call to Order 5:00 PM 
 
Roll Call / Ms. Tonti: Present: Ms. Kerlin; Mr. Santamaria; Mr. Cimino; Mr. Chinese; Mr. Stevenson; Ms. Vigh; Ms. Tonti; Absent: Ms. Rogers; Ms. DeAngelo 
 
Review and Consideration of the Minutes of the previous meeting (June 2025) moved by Mr. Santamaria; 2nd by Ms. Vigh; approved unanimously 
 
Consideration of the Treasurer’s Report Ms. Vigh asked for clarification on the administrative related amount paid at 92% of the allotment for the year. Mr. Cimino said this is our entire debt paid for the year. Mr. Cimino also clarified that the renovation surplus amount shown in this report is the remaining balance after payment of the insurance premiums for the employees. Moved by Ms. Tonti; 2nd by Mr. Stevenson; approved unanimously 
 
Consideration of the Library Bill List Mr. Santamaria asked about the computer supply area titled Sonic is new. Mr. Chianese stated this is a bill the library pays and is reimbursed back to the library. Moved by Mr. Santamaria; 2nd by Ms. Tonti; approved unanimously 
 
Directors Report: Scott Chianese 
Cornerstone Time Capsule – I would like to share with you the contents of the time capsule that was opened for our anniversary celebration, as well as some of the items we plan to place inside the capsule for the next generation. The celebration went very well. Sue M. coordinated this very well. The community truly appreciated it. 
Time capsule contents: many library related items; newspaper; coins 
New items to go in will be a letter from the mayor; a challenge coin; items from the recent groundbreaking for the new municipal building being built; a list of the current library trustees; This capsule is expected to be opened in 50 years. 
Proclamations were received from: 
Senator Linda Greenstein 
Assemblyman Wayne DeAngelo 
Assemblywoman Tennielle McCoy 
Senator Andy Kim 
Dan Benson, Mercer County Executive 
Anniversary Proclamations – The library received proclamations from several noteworthy individuals in honor of our 50th Anniversary. 
Book Drop – We received a funding report of our earnings since the inception of our relationship with BookDrop. BookDrop funds received from the 4th quarter of 2024 and 1st quarter of 2025 were $306; the 2nd quarter of 2025 $103 
 
Upcoming Programs and Events 
Maximizing Social Security – Thursday, July 31st from 6:30-7:45 PM 
Friend’s of the Library Book Giveaway Event for Teachers Tuesday, August 14th from 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
Red Cross Blood Drive – Monday, August 18th from 1:00 – 6:00 PM 
Outdoor Movie Night: “IF” - Friday, August 22nd at 8:30 PM (weather permitting) 
 
Committee Reports:  
 
New Business: N/A 
 
Old Business 
 
Library Renovation – Status Update N/A 
 
Public Comment 
Bill Hartig: Mr. Hartig had a question about the cost of some IT items from the Bill list. Mr. Hartig indicated that he is in the business of computer IT services and that the costs seemed to be high. The board indicated some items did have to go through a bidding process, but those that did not, we would look into. 
Mary Zwiebel: Ms. Zwiebel stated that the library looks very nice. The library employees seem very happy while working. Ms. Zwiebel stated that the trustees are doing a good job. Ms. Zwiebel asked what the BookDrop is. Mr. Chianese explained that this program takes those books that are not in condition to be sold by the friends, and the library receives funds for them. 
John Gedieka: Mr. Gedieka asked how much money was raised from the BookDrop program. (see answer above) Mr. Gedieka stated he was confused about the surplus in the budget. He thought the surplus was used to fund the employee health insurance premiums. It was explained that the surplus we had was, but with holding off of new highering of employees, we were able to create another smaller surplus for contingency. Mr. Gedieka questioned how the health insurance premiums went up over $600,000 this year. It was explained that this is a trend that happened across the country. 
Mr. Gedieka expressed his appreciation for Mr. Chianese and the work he has done as Library Director and wished him well in his retirement. 
Carol Hawkes, Friend’s President: Ms. Hawkes noted that Mr. Zwiebel is a board member of the Friend’s but spoke as a private citizen. Ms. Hawkes noted a recent program on Immigrant’s Story that had a small gathering of people but was excellent content. 
Ms. Hawkes shared with the trustees that at the board meeting of the friends last week there was concern with who will be in charge when Scott’s retirement takes place. Who should they report to for concerns/problems? 
Mr. Cimino shared there is an executive session coming up that evening and the trustees will review this. Once the decision is made, the information will be shared with the staff and friends. 
Mr. Ravi Yande: This is technically Scott’s last meeting. Mr. Ravi asked if Scott had anything to share? Mr. Chianese declined. 
Mr. Chianese received thanks for his service from those around the room. 
Ms. Hawkes shared that the Friends are making a charitable donation in honor of Mr. Chinaese for his years of service. 
Executive Session  moved by Mr. Stevenson 2nd by Ms. Vigh  
 
Exit moved by Ms. Vigh; 2nd by Mr. Stevenson at 5:56 PM 
 
Adjournment moved by Ms. Tonti; 2nd by Mr. Stevenson 5:57 PM 

