   
Hamilton Township Public Library Board of Trustees
January 27, 2025, Minutes
5:00 PM


Flag Salute

Call to Order 5:00 PM

Roll Call / Ms. DeAngelo: Present: Ms. Kerlin; Ms. DeAngelo; Mr. Santamaria; Mr. Cimino; Mr. Chianese; Mr. Stevenson; Ms. Vigh; Ms. Tonti (at 5:10PM) Absent: Ms. Rogers

Nomination and Election of Officers for 2025 
The meeting started with re-organization of the officers and nominations. 
Ms. Vigh nominated Mr. Cimino for Board President, 2nd by Mr. Stevenson. It was approved by all members present, with Mr. Cimino thanking everyone. Ms. Vigh closed the nomination, 2nd by Ms. DeAngelo.
Mr. Cimino nominated Ms. DeAngelo for Vice President/Treasurer, Ms. DeAngelo declined in order to allow someone else to have the position. Ms. Vigh nominated Mr. Stevenson for Vice President/Treasurer, Ms. Kerlin 2nd the nomination. Ms. Vigh closed the nominations 2nd by Mr. Cimino and it was approved by all members present.
Ms. Tonti was nominated for Secretary by Mr. Cimino with a 2nd by Mr. Stevenson. The nomination was closed by Mr. Stevenson and 2nd by Mr. Cimino and approved by all members present.
Mr. Santamaria made a comment that since no appointments were being challenged that all were considered done by acclimation.
 
Review and Consideration of the Minutes of the previous meeting (December 2024) The review of the Minutes. A motion was made by Ms. Vigh to approve the minutes and was 2nd by Ms. DeAngelo and was approved by all members present.

Consideration of the Treasurer’s Report Motion to approve was made by Mr. Santamaria, 2nd by Ms. Tonti; passed unanimously.

Consideration of the Library Bill List Mr. Santamaria asked a question about Unitemp cost. Was this a repair or upgrade? Mr. Chianese stated this was an annual checkup and some repairs that were required. Motion to approve bill list made by Ms. Tonti 2nd by Ms. DeAngelo passed unanimously.

Directors Report: Scott Chianese
Tax Assistance – The library will once again be hosting the United Way sponsored tax assistance program this year.
2025 Temporary Budget – Included with my director’s report you will find our temporary budget for use during the first several months of the year.
2024 Annual Report – Please find the 2024 Library Annual Report included for your review.  
Mr. Cimino stated that it should be noted that the Freedom to Read Bill was passed into law in December.
Hamilton Conversations Series – This year we will be hosting a monthly series of public talks presented by the Hamilton Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'i.

Upcoming Programs and Events
Red Cross Blood Drive – Wednesday, January 29th from 1:00 – 6:00 PM
Sweet Treats Cookie Class with Kathy Mont – Thursday, February 6th at 6:30 PM
Winter Terracotta Bird Bath – Monday, February 10th at 6:30 PM
Medicare 101 – Thursday, February 13th at 5:00 PM
Guided Meditation – Thursday, February 13th at 6:30 PM
Confident Public Speaking with Bob Harris – Thursday, February 20th at 7:00 PM
(Baha’i Hamilton Conversation Series)
Herbal Tea Experience – Saturday, February 22nd from 1:00 – 2:00 PM
Music Biographies with Paul Bruschi – Monday, February 24th from 1:00 – 3:00 PM
Make Your own Essential Oil Hand Sanitizer – Monday, February 24th at 6:30 PM
Whispers of the World with Michelle Washington Wilson – Thursday, February 27th at 6:30 PM

Mr. Chianese also noted that in November Mr. Stevenson asked for Township engineers to review our HTPL building. The engineers did a review and would like to return when the window work begins on the building for further review.
Mr. Cimino asked about the blood drives taking place at HTPL. Mr. Cimino wanted to know if HTPL was recognized for the monthly support of the American Red Cross. Ms. Kerlin stated the drives formerly took place at the Nottingham Firehouse ballroom, now with new township oversight of the firehall it was moved to HTPL.

Committee Reports: 

New Business

	Resolution 25-001  FY2025 Temporary Budget Ms. DeAngelo moved to approve the temp budget; 2nd by Mr. Santamaria; approved unanimously.

Old Business  N/A


Public Comment Mr. Rodney Richards stated that for Old Business the public would like to know about the grant and future infrastructure as it occurs. Mr. Cimino stated expenditures happening with maintenance of the HTPL building currently are from our existing budget. The grant is a federal grant and no monies have been realized from that thus far. The US Government has not released that funding. Ms. Kerlin shared that she has been required to join a cohort of other organizations also receiving the funding. The township must meet environmental studies and get approval from the Federal Government before any money is spent on the library. Mr. Cimino asked Ms. Kerlin if Senators Andy Kim or Corey Booker would know of the reconciliation bill could pull back the grant. Ms. Kerlin stated she was not aware of any of this.

Ms. Carol Hawkes, President of the Friends of the Library shared that the concern in December of the museum pass company payment did not need to be refunded because no money had been expended to them before they went out of business. She also shared that the recent book sale provided $7,260.00 for the library. Ms. Vigh noted that the HTPD was present during the book sale to provide security. She noted having the police presence toward the end of the sale would be appreciated. It was shared that the light in the Friend’s sorting room has been upgraded.

Mr. Ravi shared that the book sale prices are extremely fair and he had several friends who attended and were impressed.

Executive Session Personnel Matter - Motion to adjourn Exec at 6:00 PM by Ms. Tonti 2nd by Mr. Stevenson

Adjournment	 6:01 PM	
