Hamilton Township Public Library Board of Trustees 
April 28, 2025, Minutes 
5:00 PM 
 
 
Flag Salute 
 
Call to Order 5:00 PM  
 
Roll Call / Ms. Tonti Present: Ms. Kerlin; Ms. DeAngelo; Mr. Santamaria; Mr. Cimino; Mr. Chianese; Mr. Stevenson; Ms. Vigh; Ms. Tonti; Ms. Rogers arrived at 5:05 PM 
 
Review and Consideration of the Minutes of the previous meeting (March 2025) moved by Mr. Santamaria 2nd by Ms. Vigh; passed unanimously. 
 
Consideration of the Treasurer’s Report moved by Ms. DeAngelo 2nd by Mr. Stevenson; passed unanimously 
 
Consideration of the Library Bill List Ms. Vigh asked if the Resilience Yoga program is paid via the library budget. Mr. Chianese stated that yes, it is. Bill List moved by Mr. Santamaria 2nd by Ms. DeAngelo; passed unanimously. 
 
Directors Report: Scott Chianese 
New Adult Room Furnishings – approval for the purchase of additional furniture for our main room consideration.
 
New Museum Passes –four new locations added to our Museum Pass program. Please Touch Museum; Museum of the American Revolution; Brooklyn Botanical Garden; Edelman Fossil Park and Museum (soon). 

Upgraded Staff PCs –consider approving a resolution for the purchase of upgraded computers for the library staff. Ocean IT was consulted to get specs for what computer equipment would be needed to upgrade HTPL staff computers. Most current computers are beyond the 3-5 years of age, many going back to 2010 and are not capable of being updated. 20 computers would be purchased and installed. Once the Hamilton Township IT department reviews and approves the request we can move forward. Ms. Vigh asked where in the budget this would appear. Mr. Chianese stated it would come from computer supplies. Mr. Santamaria stated that Dell is a recommended and noted brand for the work needed. His concern was the computers state they come with a 30 day Microsoft trial. Ms. Kerlin stated that Microsoft is a program already owned by the township. Mr. Santamaria was concerned about if there is an issue needing repair, who would provide this service. Mr. Chianese stated if under warranty, Dell, if not, then Ocean. Mr. Santamaria noted that all equipment is a wired keyboard and mouse. Mr. Chianese stated this is to help with keeping equipment in place. Mr. Santamaria questioned whether data is stored on the computer equipment, because they do not have memory built in. Mr. Chianese stated Ocean was consulted for recommendations to meet our needs based on our current usage.  

Return of the Seed Library – The library is offering free seeds to visitors once again this year to help promote sustainability and food security. A card catalogue has been repurposed to share the seed packages. Patrons are being encouraged to take 3 seed packets per household per month. This year HTPL had donations of seeds from four seed companies. 

Historic Hamilton Documents –various historical items are being collected, catalogued, preserved and shared on social media that our historian collected from the Hamilton Township Clerk’s Office. 

Upcoming Programs and Events 

Mercer County First Time Home Buyers – Tuesday, April 29th at 6:00 PM 
Homefront’s Growing Community Resources and Opportunities 
Tuesday, April 29th at 7:00 PM (Baha’i Hamilton Conversation Series) 
Flea Market Fundraiser – Sunday, May 4th from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
Reiki Sound Bath and Meditation – Thursday, May 8th from 6:00-7:30PM 
Retirement Seminar – Thursday, May 15th at 5:00 PM 
Coin Show – Saturday, May 17th from 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM (Presented by the Trenton Coin Club) 
The Hindenburg Experience – Wednesday, May 21st at 6:30 PM 
Red Cross Blood Drive – Thursday, May 22nd from 1:00 – 6:00 PM 
Outdoor Movie Night: “Inside Out II” Friday, May 23rd at 7:00 PM (weather permitting) 
Turning Hunger into Hope – Thursday, May 29th at 7:00 PM (Baha’i Hamilton Conversation Series) 
Flea Market Fundraiser – Sunday, June 1st from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
 
Committee Reports: N/A 
 
New Business:  
 
Resolution 25-007 Replacement Furniture moved by Ms. Tonti 2nd by Ms. Rogers; passed unanimously 
 
Resolution 25-008 Purchase of Computers for Library Staff moved by Ms. Vigh 2nd by Mr. Santamaria; passed unanimously 
 
Old Business 
 
Resolution 25-006 MessageBee Notification Service question from Mr. Stevenson whether after the one-year term expires the cost is the same. Mr. Chianese stated the cost is less, if the decision is to renew.  Mr. Santamaria reminded us that we plan to review this program at the 6-month mark. Ms. Tonti asked to confirm that patrons must opt-in to be in this communication system. Ms. DeAngelo asked if it would start in May. Mr. Chianese stated that Friday is May 1st, so it may need to start a little later. Ms. Tonti confirmed that this is a yearly subscription with renewal this time next year. Moved by Ms. Vigh 2nd by Mr. Santamaria; passed unanimously 

Library Renovation – Status Update: No new updates available 
 
Public Comment 
· Jill Engelmann: Loves all library events, but said patrons were told they could not use the facilities during Sunday events because the building is closed. 
· Mary Zwiebel: The seed program sounds great, looks great. Please ask patrons to send/share photographs of their plants. 
· Rasvi Yande: Asked if HTPL could get passes for Grounds for Sculpture. Mr. Chianese explained the GFS has discontinued the pass program.  Said the seed program is great. The food program also gives so much to the community. Mr. Chianese shared that 15,493 food items have been donated and shared with the community. Mr. Yande asked if a security officer could be added to the HTPL staff. Mr. Chianese explained that the cost is prohibitive, but that the Hamilton Police department is very quick to respond when requested. He also explained that the security cameras for the parking lot are nearly complete. 
· Janice Moran: Asked about the Friends having a part of the Anniversary planning. Mr. Chianese shared the July 12 Anniversary program will be from 1 PM to 3 PM. Kids programs, music, food, and time capsule opening have been planned in the early stages. 
· John Gedeika: Asked if the Treasurer’s Report is YTD; where does it begin? April Bill list: what does that represent? (March Bills); Mr. Gedeika then asked why they were not in the Treasurer’s Report. (they are not yet approved.) Said Friends are a very good group to the library. He asked why their money raised wasn’t shown in the library funds. It was explained that the Friends have their own accounts and treasurer. The Friends’ money is not in the library funding and the Friends use their money to pay their bills. Asked if HTPL know at the start of the year how much money they will receive. Mr. Cimino explained HTPL starts the year with a temporary budget until the town council approves the budget for the year, then all the resources to be used are distributed to all township entities. Mr. Chianese said HTPL still has the resources and funding to cover expenses until the final yearly budget is approved. At no time does HTPL spend money it does not have. Then Mr. Gedeika began to ask about the furniture. Mr. Santamaria explained to Mr. Gedeika that these are all the same procedures as when Mr. Gedeika sat on the HTPL Trustee Board. Mr. Gedeika said he would be embarrassed if a donator could not leave their books. Carol Hawkes explained that Mr. Chianese’s recent ideas to resolve the donation issue are brilliant. 
· Carol Hawkes shared the Friends would be contributing $2500 toward the 50th Anniversary celebration. She then thanked Ms. Kerlin for the plaques added to the benches. They were placed three days after the last board meeting. Mr. Chianese also thanked Ms. Kerlin. 
· Anonymous female was not able to make public comment because she would not identify herself in accordance with the Open Public Records Act. 
Executive Session  6:05 pm – 6:25 pm 
 
Adjournment 6:25 pm  

